Medicinal Uses of Hematopoietic Growth Factors in Neonatal Medicine.
This review focuses on certain hematopoietic growth factors that are used as medications in clinical neonatology. It is important to note at the chapter onset that although all of the pharmacological agents mentioned in this review have been approved by the US Food and Drug administration for use in humans, none have been granted a specific FDA indication for neonates. Thus, in a sense, all of the agents mentioned in this chapter could be considered experimental, when used in neonates. However, a great many of the pharmacological agents utilized routinely in neonatology practice do not have a specific FDA indication for this population of patients. Consequently, many of the agents reviewed in this chapter are considered by some practitioners to be nonexperimental and are used when they judge such use to be "best practice" for the disorders under treatment.The medicinal uses of the agents in this chapter vary considerably, between geographic locations, and sometimes even within an institutions. "Consistent approaches" aimed at using these agents in uniform ways in the practice of neonatology are encouraged. Indeed some healthcare systems, and some individual NICUs, have developed written guidelines for using these agents within the practice group. Some such guidelines are provided in this review. It should be noted that these guidelines, or "consistent approaches," must be viewed as dynamic and changing, requiring adjustment and refinement as additional evidence accrues.